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Please Refer the website above, the insurance could be purchased from the
school website. Besides those documents they mentioned, bring the rental contract
(Owner&Client both signed) with you, this would save you lots of time!
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School offer Estonian Language and Culture, just pick the course if you need it,
and they offer other kind of language course as well, such as Russian. NB! Except the

Estonian, other language courses you need to pay from this semester.
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NB! The following prices are listed by school dormitory.

m¥ A % 13.9 €/Night (single room) or 15 €/Night (twin room for single)

mfF A % 7.4 €/Nightor 7.9 €/Night
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One Russian market is near Academic Hostel, just go across the road.
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- TTU 100 Satellite Hackathon — Satellite Tracking System (Software Developer)
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Erasmus In School
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Why Exchange Student

I never really pursued something
since high school. I didn’t have a
specific target that | wanted to make or
achieve. I let my life followed the flow
of the society, studied, test, applied the
school according to the score. Why
should I do these? I didn’t know.

In university, | tried some
activities and club. Those were new and
fun, a group of people experienced or
hosted something, then enjoyed the
short happiness and accomplishment.
Time flew but life never really started.

| started to skip the class, from
one or two per week, then almost never
showed up. | started to feel confused
about the future, but those worries
could always easily cover by different
activities and people, one after another.

The consider slowly grew up, |
knew that | needed to face it someday,
but not now.

The third year of university came
to me, I couldn’t handle the
independent study, and almost get flunk
out because of the bad grade. Also the
suspect of being an engineer and the
expectation of different careers stayed
in my mind. After the struggle and
some research, | decided to suspend
one year of study and went to Australia
with Working Holiday Visa. The very
first decision in my life with
expectation. And the reality destroyed
the expectation in my first two Oz
weeks.

Without any professional skills,
working experience, I didn’t even know
how to write an English resume. The
winter of Perth taught me the rule of
the real society. | got help from one
German, two Canadians, and one
Iranian, so I could finish my resume. |
sent more than a hundred resume. |
tried to call and got hanged up because
of poor English.

I experienced the first interview in
my life and I couldn’t even understand
the question. My original plan about
doing different jobs and then choose
one from them, was so funny at the

moment. [ couldn’t even get a job.

The bank amount dropped rapidly
and the stress hovered me. | started to
go on the street knocked on each door
and ask for job. I went to restaurants
and factories, knocked on the door and
opened my mouth to ask, got the
rejection and moved on to next door.

Now I really appreciated the time,
that one and half month changed my
life, taught me the rule of reality.

After the trip to Australia, I learnt
English, studied CS50, and took CS
course at Taipei Tech, | met Professor
Cheng, with his lecture | started coding
from scratch and enjoyed.

Okay, so why exchange student?
After one and half year study, | thought
it’s time to get some practical
experience. | did an internship in
Taiwan with Professor Cheng’s help.
My next plan was to find an oversea
internship via this exchange student
program. | believed this could make my
resume more competitive.

My perspective of exchange
student program might be a bit
different. To spend one or more than
two hundred thousand to live and
experience study abroad seemed not
that a bit too expensive. But if | could
use the opportunity to look for
professional working experience, this
might be worth.



University Study

Because the bachelor in Estonia is a three
program, as a senior student I could take master
course according to the incoming office coordinator.
I joined the department of Information Technology
and took two master courses, the Advanced
Programming and E-Marketing. Besides the two, I
took Estonian Language and Culture and Physic

Basics of Physical Movement 1.
ITT8060 Advanced Programming —

At the very first class the professor said that
the course is not for the beginner, and the learning
outcome of this course is to let student be able to
quickly learn a new programming language. The
course is taught in F# because it’s hard to get related
information on the Internet. The course content
included Functional Programming, Railway-
Oriented Programming, Pattern matching, Tail
Recursive, Test Generator, etc. The course is
composed of Lecture and Lab and each takes 1.5
hour. The Lecture is similar to Taiwan, and Lab is
mainly focus on Coursework explanation and

related questions.

I need to mention the Objected-Oriented Programming and | ] |
Design Pattern course that taught by Professor Cheng, Taipei Tech.
Professor Cheng use mob-programming during the lecture, students
play the roles of navigator and driver. Students could participate in
the lecture coding, think about the software design and discuss with
each other. These courses give me solid fundamental and the ability
to understand and explain code. The training gave me the capacity to
work on this Master course, and the internship both in Taiwan and

Estonia.

Functional Programming is the main reason that I choose the
course. My previous experience is mainly related to Objected
Oriented Programming, C++ in the school and AngularJS in the
internship. Advanced Programming gave me a totally different

perspective to solve the problem. Not using variable and loop but

pattern matching and type observation. The concepts of Railway-
Oriented Programming and maybe/ either Monod are really open my mind. I think this course is the biggest

reward in this exchange period.

The coursework is 45% of final result (5% each), midterm is 5% and final is 50%. You should at least get
40% in the final in order to pass this course. The coursework is quite hard, I spent 30 hours on each coursework

since coursework4. And I’m happy that I receive a 5 in the final score.



TMM2520 E-Marketing —

To take this course is by accident. Somehow
I consider e-marketing as e-commerce at
beginning, but just realized that the e-marketing is
literally marketing, not e-commerce. The course
introduces how to use Internet to do marketing
and concept of different methods of marketing.
The professor asked students to form groups and
create a presentation about business idea at first
course. Students practiced different concepts in each
courses based on the business idea via presentation or
content writing. The requirement of the last two
courses is to create a campaign for the business idea,
and to give presentation about topic related to e-

marketing.

I was quite surprised by my classmates because
of their public speaking ability. About 1/3 groups
prepare sufficient content and be able to give a fluent
speech without any hesitation after short time
discussion during the course. After talked to two of the
best speakers during the course, I realized that both of
them are not native speaker. This makes me want to

keep improve myself in the future.

This course is eight weeks long, and the final is
essay questions related to e-marketing. My final result

of this course is 4.

HLEO0050 Estonian Language and Culture —

This course is the for beginner, the topic related
to number, conversation in different occasions, time,
question sentences, holidays, transformation of noun
and verb. The teacher offers information about local
activities as well. The final is related to course content
and sentences related to yourself, family and friends

written in Estonian.

MK3001 Basics of Physical Movement I —

Like the previous sharing, you need to go
stadium 24 times, each time verify the card three
times, and to write the three report about game

observation (or you could participate sport activates).

and You need to take the final test online.



Extracurricular Activates

Living abroad is similar as living in Taiwan, - PyCon Estonia (Volunteer)

you need to figure out food, living and o ) ) o ] )
) ) ] This is the first Python Conference in Estonia, I participate as a volunteer because of the ticket price. |
transportation. Everyone works for their own life. If ) ) ) ) ) )
) T ) ] served as registration and working near the stage. The topics related to different field, for the popular subject
you just want to live independent or interact with . _ _ o o _ o
) ) ) machine learning, there are language analysis, robot application, financial insurance and medical application.
foreigners, the easiest way is to find a hostel to work o ) ] ) ) ]
Also the application of embedded system, unit-testing and API documentation and some real project sharing
or to volunteer. ) )
discussing about should we use ML or not.

My purpose of this exchange period is to grow o ) o L ) ) ) )
o ) ] This is my first time participate in this kind of professional occasion, the chance to talk with people in
my resume with international experience, I’11

) ] S the field is valuable.
explain my extra-curriculum activities via the
following, Technical Event > Internship and one There’s a interesting story, one of the speaker shared his experience of being a machine learning
funny project, Erasmus in School ° engineer. After he got his high school diploma, he worked on himself to learn knowledge related to machine

learning. Then he started to networking and finally got a internship related to ML, and worked as ML
Technlc al Event engineer till now. He said that this is kind of impossible situation in Asian country because everyone bind
your ability with the diploma such as Master or PhD.

My Oz experience gave me the example of
how to get a job. Go out and ask people is probably
the only way that you could keep working on. So I
try to attend different professional event, know
people and update my resume, prepare for the

opportunity.

There are three events I’d mention.




TTU100 Satellite Hackathon — Satellite Tracking System (Software Developer)

Like I mentioned before, |1 am interesting about
Mektory in TalTech, and this activity was hosted in
this place. TalTech has a project to launch a
CubeSat. This topic of this hackathon was hosted by
this purpose.

This hackathon is not only open for those
developers but for people who would like to
participate into the project. | saw there were father
came with his daughter, a 14-year-old young boy
who was interesting in space. The topics of this
hackathon related to develop the sub-system for
CubeSat, marketing, event organizing and
brainstorm for next satellite project. These topics let
all the different generation of society could
participate and work on the same issue together.

For this CubeSat project, they tried to gain the biggest benefit from it. Besides the student thesis for
Bachelor and Master, they considered the education about next generation as well. They designed an activity for
elementary students, the CubeSat would carry songs to the space, the songs would be cut into thousand pieces.
The government would give elementary schools antenna, that students could use to download the song pieces
from the Satellite. This could bring up students’ interest about technology and space.

| participated in the project of developing antenna tracking system. Our team consisted of two Estonian and
one Japanese. We needed to use Python to control one 20-year-old device to rotate according to the orbit of the
CubeSat. We first worked on how to control the device via Python command because it obviously had no
interface with computer. After the research of the brochure and electronic circuit, we figured out how to
controlled the device via computer and Python code. But we couldn’t test if the device was working properly
because we didn’t have a real antenna to
install on the device. To solve this problem,
we used potentiometer to simulate the
antenna rotating. And finally create a
solution of this project. We worked as a

team, two of us worked on using script to
control the device, another two worked on
the algorithm of computing the orbit from
existing repository. And we combined the
results and worked on the command line
interface of the final program together.




- Garage48 Hardware & Art Hackathon — 'mOkay (Software Developer)

Garage48 is an organization of hosting
hackathon events. Some of the Estonia start-up
comes from these hackathons. Garage48 Hardware
& Art Hackathon was hosted in Riga, Latvia,
cooperated with Design Factory in Rigas Tehniska
universitate (RTU).

Garage48 organized the activity and RTU
provided the place and all the materials for all the
participants turned their idea into prototype. This
hackathon was different than previous one because
the topic was totally decided by all the participants,
not restricted in one specific topic.

The number of people who pitched ideas was more than thirty, and thirteen of them successfully formed
teams. This time we’re a team of ten, our idea was to create a simple device with three buttons, that could secure
our lovely elder in their daily life. Members came from Azerbaijan, Estonia, Latvia, Ukraine. We tried to develop
with Raspberry Pi and Arduino, combined with the WordPress website to render the result.

I joined the Raspberry Pi team to develop SMS function and sending data to our web application. The
challenge this time was that no one used Raspberry Pi before, and the mentor was not familiar with this as well,
S0 we spent a bit more time on research and environment setting. The research of necessary function also took us
lots of time because most of the service related to telecommunication needed money. We successfully created the
device that could sent SMS message and connected it with web application, but failed to implement calling
function. But our Arduino team implemented the calling function via SIM module at the end. Our final pitch

demonstrated the demo with two devices.




Through these activities and projects, besides For those who’re still studying in school and may feel confused about their courses and future, please try to

adding local experience on my resume, | learnt that find the chances that you could really make something. The idea could be yourself or belonged to others. You
my knowledge was really powerful. | started to might be able to find the direction and accomplishment from those challenge, or you could decide if you’d like to
realize that the education | took before help me face stop current attempt and turn to other direction.

the challenges without flurry. I could find out the ) ) . ) o ) )
. If you had time, please check out the final pitch?, there’re interesting ideas been implemented in 48 hours.
tools and utilize my knowledge on them very ) _ ) )
. . No meter it’s for fun or to change something, tried to create something may lead funny consequences and make
quickly. I could analysis the problems and create

you more clear about yourself.

structured code and | could cooperate with different
people as a team.

1 https://www.facebook.com/Garage48/videos/174669076788348/?hc_location=ufi



Internship

As | mentioned before, the purpose that | attended those events was to seek an
internship. According to my previous experience, after sending tons of application
online, asking for current relationships; going out and knocking the doors on the
street is the only thing | could do.

Although I'd tried different technical activities, open door days, and grew my
LinkedIn connection from 10 to almost a hundred, the effort of first two months
returned nothing to me.

At the moment that | almost decided to give up, | received my very first
interview from my last application. After a brief discussion about the satellite
project, | received the offer and started to work at the beginning of November.
Never give up, right?

My colleagues come from Estonia, Italy, Nigeria, Russia, Ukraine and USA.
The office is like an open space, people choose where they would like to work. We
have tea, coffee and a huge smart TV, which brought us a wonderful Christmas
Karaoke.

The working part is quite different from my previous experience. | learnt
mainly from the repository to understand the structure and gain code tracing ability,
then created new feature based on existing repository in previous internship; This
time my task is to build a Browser Ul that renders BlockChain from scratch with
React.

At my journey with React, my Russian mentor gave me lots of assistance via
articles and our discussion with some concept such as hosting, scope, closures and
event loop.

During this two months, | started from building a lazy loading table, after the
cooperation with UX and backend colleagues, | finally create the browser Ul that
composed of different components.

Besides the task, I tried to learn some BlockChain knowledge from the
colleague who responses to smart contract. [ studied Satoshi Nakamoto’s bitcoin.pdf
and byzantine problems, which was quite a unique experience for me.

In this internship, I’d say that I learnt a lot from both technical side and non-
technical side, | saw the effort of a colleague that tried to bring the office together,
the refined manners from a colleague who was even younger than me, the
interaction between colleagues from different background. These would definitely
be the nutrition of my future life.




Erasmus in School

The purpose of this event is to invite Erasmus student to share their experience
in Estonian high school. Because | knew a similar project in Taiwan which is called
“Coachsurfers in Class”, I decided to join this meaningful and funny activity.

Before driving more than 200km to Karksi-Nuia, | thought a lot about what
should I share with local students, | tried to ask for favor from my Estonian friends
about their high school education and what kind of stuff that they may need but can’t
get from school.

My presentation started with a brief introduction about Taiwan tried to draw
their attention with similar land area but huge different populations the weather and
the education system in Taiwan, my personal experience in my gap year, and end
with traditional blessing from my hometown.

I tried to share them two concepts, first is that the world is huge, and the
second is that, score is not everything, try to find one thing that makes you happy
after you work hard is more meaningful in your life.

And there is one interesting thing happened during the break, students argued
about the reason to learn Estonian with their English teacher. Students said that
English is more useful than Estonian and not that much people using Estonian in the
world. The teacher response is pretty cool. She said that learning Estonian is one
thing that we should proud of because we’re Estonian and this is our language. She
showed the attitude of how Estonian treated their own culture. And they delivered
the pride to their younger generation. This is exactly what we need to learn from
Estonian, the attitude of facing traditional culture and heritages.

L1




The Comparison with Taiwan

- There is stadium in TalTech, students could choose courses and time.

- TalTech offered more than one session for finals, and some especially for
exchange students.

- The programing course in Taipei Tech is awesome!

- Students diversity is better than Taiwan.

LA™

Study Benefit

- Update resume

- First time in my life I attend conference and hackathon

- First time in my life I look for professional job and work
- First time in my life I read paper

- Think about how could I get resource in Taiwan

- New target for me to pursue

- Visit old friends




Advice

So here is the method of how to cook the rice with normal pot. Go pick a package of rice such as short-grain rice. Then take one cup, after wash the rice, mix rice and
water with the ratio 1:1.5 into pot. Cover the put after put some oil, then boil it with small fire. When there is no water in the pot, turn off the fire and wait for a couple

minutes. Voila! The rice is done.

You know what, the life is just like a RPG game. This game is hard, no walkthrough, almost infinite map, a bunch of events and sometimes you can’t understand the
NPC’s language. But it is still a game, please go refer how other people play their games, create your own walkthrough and have fun with your life. (But it’s still hard, for

sure.



