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Dongguk University




| actually never thought of going to exchange in the first place. It all started with
my friend just suggesting the idea of going exchange together and | actually thought
we’re just joking at that time. But we eventually really apply for it. | didn’t have any
idea where | will go at the first time but | know it will be in Asian country since it’s too
expensive to go to the western country. At last, | decide it’ll be either japan or Korea
since I've always been interested with japan since junior high school and | also would
like to learn Japanese language. But at last, | choose Korea other than because | like
the country and the culture, and the language which are so popular nowadays. | also
think that if I'll only be going for one semester, I'll likely be able to learn Korean more
quickly than Japanese since | think Japanese language is harder and I've already start
learning Korean language myself from internet and Korean dramas that time.
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Dongguk University is a private Buddhism university in Seoul South Korea.
Established in 1906 as Myeongjin School by Buddhist pioneers of the Association of
Buddhism Research, the university gained full university status as Dongguk University
in 1953.

Situated on a hill near Namsan, the university's Seoul campus is in the urban Jung
District of central Seoul. The university's symbol animal is an elephant, which
stemmed from Queen Maya of Sakya's precognitive dream of white elephant about
the birth of Gautama Buddha, and the symbol flower is a lotus blossom which
reflects the Buddhist truth.

Dongguk University was ranked 11th in JoongAng lIbo's Korean university rankings
in 2014. Dongguk University was ranked 77th among the Asian universities in 2015
QS World University Rankings, and 82nd in 2018. Dongguk University was also ranked
656th among the world and 211st among the Asian universities in CWTS Leiden
Ranking in 2017.

Source : https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dongguk_University
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At there, | attend the marketing, organizational behavior and intensive Korean
class. | attend both marketing and organizational behavior class in English. They
provide a lot of English courses there for us to choose. Some classes that say they
use English might not really use English to teach so | need to go to the first class and
see what the teacher say. As for the Korean language class, | join the intensive
Korean class instead of the normal basic Korean courses because | think if | only join
the basic Korean class, I'll not be able to really learn Korean language since the class
is only twice a week and we don’t really have opportunity to speak Korean language
daily. I need to pay some fee to join the intensive Korean language class. Exchange
students get 95% discount for the intensive Korean class fee so | only need to pay
155.000 Won per semester. The intensive Korean class has 6 level. Although when |
first go to Korean | was able to understand a little bit of Korean and | know how to




read the Korean word from what | learned from internet and Korean dramas, | didn’t
join the test to decide our level and directly started from the first level because |
think it’s better for me to start from the basic again and learn everything in a correct
way since I'm not sure what | learned from internet is accurate. And | don’t regret
joining the class although I've already know the material for the first few chapters. At
there, | meet a lot of friends from different country like China, Japan, Vietnam, etc.

First we had some difficulty in communicating with each other because of
language barrier since not everyone can speak English nor mandarin so the only way
we could communicate is with Korean. We even had difficulty in communicating with
the teacher and understanding her since the teacher claim that they can’t speak
English or mandarin so we can only speak Korean with the teacher and the teacher
explain everything to us only in Korean. But after two week, our Korean is getting
better so we were able to communicate a little bit better with each other.

We had different teacher that teach us at Monday and Tuesday; Wednesday;
Thursday and Friday. Each teacher is really nice, patient and good at teaching us with
a fun and easy way so that we’re not bored.

In the middle of the semester, there is a beautiful writing competition and | win
the 4th place along with other 13 student from every level 1 class. | got a 10.000 won
online shopping voucher. There is also another event after we finished our mid term
exam where we’re given Dongguk university pencil case to draw on in class and after
that, we play games together.




At the end of the semester after we finished our final exam, we are given our final
score at the last day of the class and there is a certificate for those whose score
improved from the mid term exam to final exam, for those whose never absent in
class, and the last is for 10 student who has the higher total average score from all
the level 1 student. | got one of the certificate for having a high score which I’'m really
happy to received it. | also got a present from the school which is the level 2 books
along with the certificate.
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When we come to Dongguk university, they provided us with a buddy which is
Korean to help us adapt in Korea. My Koran buddy is really nice and helps so much
even from before | go to Korea. He answers every question | have about living there
and when we arrived there, he take me and my friend out to eat jjajangmyeon and
show us where is the supermarket around our dorm and where we could eat around
our dorm. He also takes us to famous places and restaurant in Korea.

In October, the school is having a festival where there is a talent competition for
students and they also invite idols to sing there. That is the first time | saw redvalvet
and although there’s so many people and it’s raining a lot, I’'m having so much fun

that night.




The university also prepares many activities for echange students which we got a
really good and valuable gift at the end.

First we had a cooking class for exchange students for 3 days. Each day, they teach
us how to cook different Korean food. The first day, they teach us how to make
Bibimbap; the second day they teach us how to make kimbap (sushi roll) and chicken
skewers. | didn’t join the third days because | have already got a plan for that day but
we had take some pictures together on the second day.

Second, they took us to visit the famous company the Hyundai car factory to look
at how they make the famous Hyundai car. After that, they took us to a famous
temple in Korea and there, we all did some meditation together and then we make a
flower lantern and last, we plant some cactus. We also had our lunch there where
we meet more international friends that exchange to other school in Korea. At last,
before we go back to school, they give all of us a souvenir which had a mini Hyundai
toy car, portable battery for phone, a thermos, a journal book, and a pen; which
surprise everyone since all of the souvenir seems expensive.




Third, we had the last event for the exchange students where we all eat together.
There is a picture competition where exchange students send the picture they take
and then after the school chose the best 5 out of all the picture, all the people that
join this event will vote which picture is the best. The winner will get a price and they
explain what is the meaning of the picture and when and where did they take the
picture. There is also a lucky draw for 10 participants which | didn’t win but it’s okay
since at last, everyone get a present which had a journal book, Bluetooth speaker
that could light up as night lamp, and pens.
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1. There are group work for every class
2. Almost every class need us to do presentation
3. Every teacher takes attendance really seriously.
4. They use more multiple choice for the test than in Taiwan.
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1. We have a fixed schedule for what we need to learn every day in class. So, in just
one semester, | think my Korean really improved so much.

2. We were not allowed to use any electronic device in class. We have to hand out
our phone before the class start and it really helps to make us focus on the
material and not getting distracted by text or others.

3. They always make us practice in a group of 2 to improve our conversation skill

We're not allowed to speak other language except for Korean in class.

5. If we absent for one hour, then our score will be deduct 1. And if you have been
deduct for 40, you can’t go to the next level even if all of your test score is 100.
And if you have been deduct 60 score, you will be expelled from dongguk
university and you’ll have a hard time applying for any university in korea since
you’ve already have a expelled record from dongguk university.
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| personally thinks that it is a really good experience to go to exchange. There,
we can learn so many things and we will be able to meet so many new friends. Even
though it cost quiet a lot, but it worth its all. Don’t be afraid that you won’t be able to
make friends there because there is no possible way you couldn’t make friends there
since there is a lot of opportunity provided from school to let you meet new friends.
Don’t miss out on any of the event because it is really fun and you won'’t regret

joining it. Even if you didn’t have any friends to join the event together with you, it’s
okay since you’ll meet new friends for sure there.




EMMHETER
Pt BRI B AT/ R TE=L

s B (EZE N EE) © jessicahandy30@gmail.com
WHERZ : BHEEERE @ dongguk university

HEEEHA © v FERHE O N EHifHEFRI £ © Business
WHERART - PET 2018 408 H 27 H % 2018 412 H 26 H

IR
B R ¢ B A
SEEMHSIER 2 v R(ZF7 4§ _Business ) O %

jELI MRS B
AIiFFAMZE A &R © PHIT 2018 02 H 01 H

IS E R FHES © PhoT 2018 A 03 H 05 H

&S SR HGE A © PEoT 2018 5204 H 01 H

HEE T s SRS B (A Uk 58 t) - exchange application form, agreement
letter, statement of purpose, toeic, report card

#e5 H e
o e - Y 20 ®
Fro e 1S 1800  (Hr)
FRER g Fns B (EE S ER) © B e L s
FHEEZ26'E 49 H - http://overseas.mofa.go.kr/tw-zh/brd/m 20387/list.do
FRER TR SR (ER IR —AIHY)

- Conformation letter from Dongguk Univeristy

- Visa application form

- money

- Passport
- ARC
- ticket

FRESATRRIIE © 26/07/2018 (g% HHH]) 29/07/2018 (HfEHHH)
=H

AR SCE
20 (et




HAIEH : .intensive Korean class Z [ @ 4500 (¥#r&#Y)
HMHE - T (Hr &%)
RACKEBASH (= + %50 > S - k|~ (178%F) 1 140000 (Freig)

FEEE s
FEERGZ( L v R BBERR O AACEERR O AL
EERB ERE TR - EfR_12 TR_O
A R v g O& O HA
et € O RS v @ 055
iK%

© EOAHRRSES 07 v iE

« BRI O W O %m0 %5

¢ RS AR $ L

o M R 53
53

A ANE IS 53
53

EEBEER | O A 6 (4 R E L)

- AN OV S
S BRI B S - J7 ot R R B

(EXE]
SRR ATt Z (£ 75 18T
VR E
DS AEE e & 2 Y MHE A F]
OS2 B MHE R
ST heftEs - vie Of
fEEAEE OB AR VAR OHM A&
TRV ERE TR
v BERdEE_2 AN O arfExkE O5 1Tz OFEA™
HArEEsOR - OEER: O L

DI RS -4 At -
EEEH -
TR {EE A




$40000 (¥r&) O—43 O—(EH v —EHY

BLIEHTAL > AU

O8EARE:s (e O0-E0-#EA 0521
vEENSE ¢ $40000 (&%) O—8 O—(#H v —2258)]
O\ _Af s (e O0—3# O0—EH O

R
THES RS S A RMHERRS - v 20 &
R BEaWIER OZs (e v &

SR sm T B, (PR A LIS TREREE T )

VOB (rEEEAEEEE
S

ChkE w2 c _ (PEEEAcEEEE - )
BT

v #E#H 154 - dongguk university  (EEEEFZIEEE 0 5 min )
S

ONSEEfTE RS - (FEERGEEE -
S

OIHEAR (PEESACRERE -
ST

W ifia

AE

PR (R IR ) - 16~ 27
RENZE AR AHER EHEWIif) ¢ v A O &
(EERGEE O ARG R (wifi) - v O
ERTEEERE R - O fms O HiE v R
BRI 2 PR

pran - FEFARE vs. 510 1.2 LB 1 BIAERPIEILE IS 20%)
SRR FTAE B ST BEEE 2 ws. 2L ¢ 1

oY It 2 = Btk
EIREHAT - B DAMGRYIA R EER A E 44 ~ KBS
- Lemon mart

LoHb




- Daiso

HAth 35 DAY A BERRR BHE 4 ~ SOB i E SR

B e AT ELEE 5
ERCITAT ¢ sE ARSI BRI E#4 ~ SO E S
- On the way to the chungmuro mrt station, there is a small drug
store.
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